British jockey Cutts it in Paris

Sam Cutts triumphs in the inaugural international student flat race. Edward Kenney-Herbert reports
SAM Cutts, of Cambridge University, won the first international student flat race at Longchamp, Paris, on Easter Sunday. 

Sam, riding Charme Time, trained by John Hammond, made easy work of the 1,400m — approximately seven furlongs — course, beating nine other students from Germany, England and France. 

The race was organised by the French amateur jockeys’ association, with most of the horses provided by the French racing school. It was part of a series of six races for university students, which culminated in a championship race on 1 May at Saint Cloud, Paris.

On finishing, an ecstatic Sam, who rode for Britain at the junior eventing European Championships in 2003, said: “I was delighted to win. Charme Time was a gentleman and it was an honour that John Hammond let me ride him. I would like to thank everyone who has helped to make the race possible, particularly [amateur jockeys’ association president] Erick Chombart de Lauwe, Christine Dubreil [who helps organise the event], [trainer] Alain Jouenne and all the sponsors.” 

Sam, who enjoyed Cambridge’s victory in the boat race the same weekend, was joined by Emma Kenney-Herbert and Helen Jamieson, while Katharina Streit and Edward Kenney-Herbert represented Oxford.

A month before the race, the British competitors travelled to France for a weekend of intensive training at Chantilly, the French equivalent of Newmarket, where they joined French students also taking part in the race. 

The weekend incorporated classroom sessions, practice on a mechanical horse, videoed ridden work on the gallops in the forest around Chantilly and wonderful food, company, wine and calvados — French apple brandy. 

During the weekend, through the inspirational tuition of two-times French champion national hunt jockey Alain Jouenne, riders became jockeys. 

Emma Kenney-Herbert, from Cambridge, who rode in her first point-to-point between the training and the race at Longchamp, said: “Without doubt, the tuition I received in Chantilly helped me beyond what I thought possible.”

The French student racing championship is the brainchild of Erick Chombart de Lauwe, a former champion amateur in France. He believes that over the years the French amateur racing circuit has become less and less accessible for potential jockeys. 

Student racing gives riders with no prior experience of racehorses top-class tuition and the opportunity to ride in a race. It is hoped they may then be encouraged to race on the amateur circuit.

This year, British students were invited to race with the idea of paving the way for a similar competition in the UK, where students will attend a weekend’s training before trying their hand at racing. 

Erick enthused: “It would be great to be able to see students racing at Ascot. We’ve had a superb response in France and believe it will work in the UK.” 

Anyone who believes that they could help to make this dream a reality, or who would like to have their university considered for 2008, should contact Edward Kenney-Herbert via HHyoungrider@ipcmedia.com H&H
